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Model Railroding...fun for all!

TheSLD&6s Moc
Railroading 101 Program:
The Raffle Layout
See Page 10

Installing the inside cross pieces.

Here Stan and Debbaemonstrate team work
as they drill a clearance hole before installing
thescrew. We had used a chop saw to cut the
1x4's to length. The chop saw aute square
ends to the pieces so the frame ended up sqt
right of thebat!

In this image, we see our illustrious leader, Grambwles,
giving a quick introductory lesson ondirderbenchwork.
The greathing about this project is that newcomers to the
hobbywill be workingalongsideveteran modellers. In fact
the two gents to thkeft in this image are newbies to mode
railroad building.
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Niagara Frontier Region Executive Elections 201
Results

Compiled by Neville Meads, Past President of the Niagara Frontier Region

Position Names on Ballot Write -in Names Votes Results

President Rick Hatton No write-ins 16 Rick Hatton elected
Canadian Vice Grant Knowles 1. Declined to run

President Clark Kooning 2 Clark Kooning elected
Secretary Chris Lyon 1. Declined to run Position open
Treasurer Bryce Stewart No write-ins 16 Bryce Stewart elected

Theposition of Secretary is an opan o one was elected to this positidnyone who would like twolunteerto take on the position
of Secretary must be a mempiergood standingf the Niagara Frontier RegioRlease contaaither

Dr. Richard Roth Richard Hatton

present President of the NFR incoming President of the NFR.
PO Box 309 st 1965 Snowvalley Rd.
Waterford Pa. orafter Augustl” 2011 Minesing ON

USA LOL 1YO

164410309 moose_caboose@bell.net

rrconductor@verizon.net

Memo to all NMRA Canada Members

NMRA Canada is seeking nominations for two (2) positions within its organization,
1) NMRA Canada President
2) NMRA Canada Vice President

These vacancies came about with Ron Einarson stepping down after 4 years of service and Don Hillman beit
elected as the National Director for Canada. Clark had planned on taking over for Ron but is now considering
putting his name forward for one of thatibnal positions of Vice President coming up in the 2012 elections.

If you or someone in your circle of friends or your club or Region is interested in applying for either position,
please send us a short resume of yourself outlining your experienocevalvément in the NMRA. Some
experience on the local Division or Regional level would be a form of criteria as well as Volunteer or Official
experience or exposure is an added benefit.

If you are interested, please submit your resume to the Nominatinghitemprior to June 1st.
Nominating Committee members are as follows:

1. Fred Headorfheadon@shaw.ca
2. Frank Gerryfrank.gerry@sunlife.com
3. Dennis Reitze ritzkrakrs@mts.net

Thank you in advance for your help and assistance in this endeavour.

Ron Einarson
NMRA Canada President
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Niagara Frontier Region Executive Reports

President
Richard Roth

|l td6s been al most 2 years
appealing to the NMRA Officers and Director to

give assistance to Regions that are suffering from
unintended, but substantial, problems brought on by
multi-national membership. Two events have
substantially ipacted our Region in the last 6 to 8
years. This period has been marked by a decline in
membership and greatly reduced crbesder

activities by our members.

The first evehwas the changes to Canadian
sponsored health insurance that increased
substatially the costs of coverage when traveling in
the United States. This caused many Canadians to
reduce or eliminate their excursions to activities
south of the border.

Subsequent to that change was the requirement
imposed by the United States requiriragsgports or
the equivalent to gain entry to the U.S. regardless of
the time to be spent here. That event caused many
in the U.S. to object and therefore no longer travel
to Canadian activities.

Nearly 2/3rds of our membership resides in Canada.
This hadimpacted the International Division most
drastically. They alternated Meets in their Canadian
and U.S. portion of their Division. Attendance by
crossborder members fell. Recently, the majority

of their recent events have been hosted on the
Canadian sle.

Most recent Regional Conventions at Woodstock,
Chatham, Ottawa, and London all showed
shockingly few Americans in attendance. At the
same time, the last convention at Rochester had
U.S. members outnumbering Canadians though
there are quite a number ©anadians living within
a couple hours of the host city.
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A number of possible alternatives have been placed
on the table at National, yet, nothing substantive has
yet to come out of Chattanooga. Besides the NFR,
otmeoRegianshwath crosisorderamembershépe are

the Pacific Northwest Region, Thousand Lakes
Region,and North East Region. While we share the
commonality of being crodsorder, the other 3
Regions all have their memberships divided more
closely to the 50/50 ratio rathgranour 64/36 we
have. The other three also have much larger
geographic areas gach side of the border that the
NFR does not.

If a person goes to the NMRA Web Site and clicks
on Regions and Divisions, they would also see
something else that detracts from Regional
participation in activities. Most Regions are so

large as to requira trip from one end to the other to
require a dayos drive an
to say, the Regions are too large to offer activities to
their members at a reasonable cost. To do so would
mean relatively large payouts in travel and lodging.
This may be acceptable for annual Regional
Conventions, but does not encourage regular multi
Division activities.

| firmly believe that the answer is for National to
step up and take the step of reducing Regional
territories and thus increasing the numdier

Regions and reducing their size. To do this would
fit well under the latest format of governance by
National. Just as there are multiple Regions now
represented by the Directors, one or two more are
not going to reduce their ability to represent, only
make travel for the members more economical and
convenient. After all, the most important level of
the National Organization is at the grass roots, the
individual members. They, National must step up
and do something substantive to better serve our
memlers before it is too late. When surveys are
done to lapsed members, probably the most often
guoted reason for no renewing is answered by the
guestion, fiHow is my mon
and support me?0



American Vice President
Bill Estes

Canadian Vice President
Richard Hatton

THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES

This is mylast column as your vice president and |
would like to thank you all for the journey. | have
met many new people and learned so much. | would
like to share at this time some of the thingsined

as VP

1% Friends. How can you beatthiso u candt ?
Through the NFR and the NMRA events | have

been to | have met many pegmeme | am proud

to call friends. | would never have met any of these
people without joining the NMRA

2" Knowledge.| remember my first time on

Modellers Corner buildingrees. Whytrees? It was

all I knew. The members on ti@orner were kind

and gave pointers. | still have those trees and when |
look back boy were they kind. Through these

people and their input | haveen able to improve

my modeling skills in many areas. Also my idea of
what my layout should look like. What started out
as a few structures with a train running through it is
quickly turning into a layout with operating

becoming an importartspect| never even thought
of operations until | met the many people of the
NFR and NMRA.

3" FRIENDS. | can think of no more important
thing than friendship. From sitting on Modellers
Corner anywhere, to traveling to events such as
train shows or Trainfest, tayout tours, to

operating sessions in basements of people | would
never have met without the NMRA. One of my
fondest memories is a group of members sitting in
restaurant in Milwaukee and a question was asked
AWhat i s the best part
living the answerfor every man thereno matter
what side of théorder;the answer was the same
AFREI NDSHI P. 0 My thanks
NFR.

o

So again thanks for all your help and I will continue
to try and give back to the members of the NFR for
what | have gained.

See you soon at a Modellers Corner near you as |
continue with my journey.

So remember to visit a train show near you say Hi
Tell-um rick sent ya

Niagara Frontier Region Division Reports

Allegheny Highlands Division
Richard Roth reporting

A group of Model Railroaders along Lake Erie in
Pennsylvania and New York has indicated their
desire to work toward giving the Allegheny
Highlands Division new life. The 1€buntyareas
four in New York and six in Pennsylvania has been
without an active Division for mordnan6 years.

This is very goodhewsfor the Region and for the
railroad modelers in the area.

One of the exciting aspects of the work being done
is oneof the people taking the lead, Rusty Bova, a
modeler and business owner in Westfield, NY. His

second in command at this point is Joe Spann, also
of Westfield, NY.

Rustyds shop, Bovads Mus
unique combination for the hobbyistttvimusical
instruments, instrument repair, $e8s, and model
trains and supplies all der one roof. Rusty is also

a vendor at the Cross Roads Market that bills itself
as the¢ eiiMaltli veo on Count
outside Westfield, NY. The Cross Roaddarket is

a flea market style of gathering of various interests
from food, to hobbies, to crafts, food purveyors, and
more and well worth the drive to visit.
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The interested group numbers about 20 at this time
with their list growing. Several are or weN®IRA

and NFR members. Other NFR members are
invited to contact them through Rusty at (716)-326
6278 or toll free at (800) 512307.

They are nearing the point of hosting an
introductory getogether to lay more concrete plans
to move forward. They encourage all interested
modelers to contact Rusty for more details.

Central Ontario Division
SuperintendentRichard Hatton

NFR WEEKEND IN SIMCOE COUNTY

October1% and 29 will represent a combined effort
by the COD and the Muskoka Layout tour group.

Saurday Oct T*'there will be clinics starting with
fiScratchBui | di ng a Truss
andwe all know how hard it can e get new
participants in the hobbgo the members of the
SLD have agreed to introduce us to their Model
Railroading 101 clinic. This clinic should give us all
a way to help generate new members to the Hobby.
There will also be 2 clinics on scratch lolilg in

wood led byNeville Meads and b complete the
theme one on eratch building with styrenbeaded

up byLes Kauffeldt

We will be concluding the day witlare you ready
theNFRAGM wi | | be hel d at
first NFRAGM in 2 years s@lease bring your
ideas and comments so we can begin our journey
with the new executive.

All this fun and still 1 day to go.
SurdayOct 2. The Muskokian Layout tour
approximately24 layouts from Alliston to

Huntsville.

Sounds like a fun weekend! Chetks Flimsy for
all the details

See you there.
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International Division
Superintendent Harvey Mcintyre

The last ID meetingvas held at the Burlington
Central Library on SardayMarch 12, 2011. The
clinics pregented were by Marty Gold on DCC
decoder installations and by Roger Chrysler on the
use of card stock buildings on theout.

Following the meetthe layouts of Bob Mitchell,
Charlie Olden, and Ron Robinson were open for the
members to tour.

The next ID Meet will be held in NiagaFalls
Ontario. SatirdayOctober22™ 2011 at theVictoria
AvenuelLibrary, 4848 Victoria Avaue(at
Morrison). Registration will be at 9:@dmwith the
meet getting underway at 9:3n admission is free
(donationsappreciated Bring a model for the
popular choice contest for 1st, 2nd, and ides.

Br i d@irics to beypresentatl argRobert irengiois,

"ScratchBuilding, Lighting, and Automating an
Engine Shed" , Richard Sparrow "Making Control
Panel Graphics with Microsoft Excel"né George
Ziemer (reserve) "Excavating, Stocking, and
Landscaping a Pond on the Layout.”

A gift certificate for Just Train Crazy in Beamsville
is being offered by Peter of Just Train Crazy as a
door prize, and anyone going to his hobby shop at
5253 KingSt.( old Hwy 8) in Beamsville will get a
10% discount upon presenting a current NMRA
6s right the
Followingthe meet in the afternoon the layouts of
Will Boyle, Stan Conron, and Ron Pullano will be
open for the members of the meet to tour.

Hope tosee you there

Lakeshores Division
SuperintendentRaymond Howard

The Lakeshores Division held a combined Winter
Meet with the Central New York Division on
Saturday, January 15 The meet was well attended
with over 50 members of the divisions bravihg t
winter weather and a long drive to Auburn, NY for



the Meet. A AModel ers
seven people bringing models to show. Dave
Mitchell gave a clinic o
Airbrush Useo, and Bill
True Scene Modelingave a presentation and
demonstration of their scenery product. Several
layouts were open for a tour during the afternoon.

We provided a Model er 6s
Train Show on March 27that included a slide
show of photos of several of our meenb 6 s
The Lakeshores Divisiono
the Glenn H. Curtiss Aviation Museum in
Hammondsport, NY on April 8th. The Meet
concentrated on the Bath and Hammondsport
Railroad. Dick Honeyman gave a fascinating
presentation on the Haty of the Railroad followed

by a clinic on Modeling the Bath and

Hammondsport by Richard Senges. Over 70
members and guests were in attendance. The
afternoon activities included tours of the Aviation

Mu s e um, MMR Ned Spillero
the B & HRR model railroad at the Pleasant Valley
Winery, and a drive buy look at three of the original
Hammondsport buildings the B & H Passenger
Depot, the B & H Engine House and a
Hammondsport Power House. The day was very
well received by all irattendance

Our Summer Picnic will be held at the Finger Lakes
Live Steamers in Clyde, NY on Saturday, Jul{f23

Ontario Northland Division
Superintendent Trevor Ross

Upcoming events in or near the OND include the
Midland Train Show May 28 and 29, the Huntsville
Model Railway Exposition June 18 and 19, and the
Muskoka Model Railway Show August 6 and 7.
NFR members in the Sudbury area continue to plan
for the 2012 NFR convention. Additional
information can be found on the website at
http://www.sudburymodelrailroaaly.comnfr2012
or you can search for
Expresso on Facebook.
additional individuals to present clinics at the
convention, so if you are interested please contact
me.

ASMadsbumr y Saturday
We

S H yowhawe argy questians, commdntd, orwi t h

suggesons for the OND you can contact me at
treva@tjrcédt.comn or@705) @8H02o0 n t o0
and Maria Di Menna from
St. Lawrence Division

SuperintendentRon Newby

Another season has come and gone and what an
exeitingr and busy seasorhitevasBa®.t Quivbig a
initiative this year was our MR1Qdrogram. We

| ay deld ogr two information sessions and are currently

well on our way to building the raffle layout for this
fallcampdei railigad sheve tThepraceedhioéthed a
raffle will go to Childr
Ontario (CHEO). Some of the particiga of the
MR101 sessions are learning about and doing
different aspects as they help build the raffle layout.

The success of this program went beyond what we
had hoped to accomplish. The response and
requests we have gotten from around the continent
abaut our program has been nothing short of
amagrg. Ahuge Aneouninad ereslit goeR R Grant
Knowles and his crew for organizing and running
this program. They recognized the needs of the
general public, presented it in a well organized
manner and make it ietesting for the participants.
An added bonus was the members we picked up as
a result of the program.

We also had another season of kitbusters clinics
with the theme being scratchbuilding structures.
Whi | e wheldakimdng €essions this season
due to the MR101 prograjthe sessions we did
have were well attended and a lot was
accomplished.

Our last meeting of the season took place in Smith
Falls where we had a clinic on track planning using
a layout designed for a local modeller as the test
subject which was presented by Andreas Mahk
also gave clinic on the Zoor Railways of Maine.
After the business meeting and clinics, we had an
enjoyable afternoon at the Smstkalls Railway

Ni ght
are |l ooking for

Hope everyone has a great summer and may your
train stay on the track and you never run out of rail.
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Southern Tier Division Western Ontario Division
Robert Hamilton SuperintendentJohn Moseley

Niagara Frontier Region Officer Reports

Achievement Program Chairman Keith Lebold
Peter Neshitt Historian

|l 6m pleased to advi se of Iwomdlikeftoghank thevfollawgng peopteifoethes me

Programme activity since my last report. submissions to the archives since my last report.
Golden SpikeAward- John Brownfor the picture that he gave me of his
' first Conventiorand shown below

John Becker Thank you also to Fran Phillips, Clair Rutter, Ray

, , , Howard, John Kanakos and to Richard
Congratulations John for your fine accomplishment! McQuade

| 27H, CONVENTlON P
NIAGARA FRONTIER REGION ‘
TORONTO, OCT. (6°17-18, 1959

b
NFR Member John Brown attending his first NFR Convention in 1959. John i
young man at the first table (bottom left) of the picture. He is sitting at about 1
0 0 c | o dhle greyijatkét and stripped.tie
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Membership/Registrar

Clair Rutter
NFR Membership Type by Years Renewed
April 2011
Membership Type Total 1YR 2Yr 3Yr 4Yr 5Yr 6 Mth Life
Member 153 96 56 1
Rail Pass 15 15
Family 43 18 24 1
Life Member Actuarial 36 36
Life Member 126 126
Member w/subscription 434 305 127 2
Sustaining 5 5
Student 2 2
Total 814 426 207 1 3 15 162
Membership Type Total |COD | SLD [LSD WOD | ID |STD |AHD | OND
Member 153 36 31 7 41 27 6 3 2
Rail Pass 15 1 2 4 3 1 1 3
Family 43 16 5 3 11 6 1 1
Life Member Actuarial 33 4 4 6 4 9 1 4 1
Life Member 116 27 11 25 22 20 5 2 4
Member w/subscription | 425 | 120 58 50 84 69 22 16 6
Sustaining 5 2 1 1 1
Total 790 | 206 | 112 | 96 | 165 | 133 | 35 29 14
NFR Division Membership by Expire Year
Div Des Total 2011 | 2012 | 2013| 2014 2099
COD 206 74 83 18 31
SLD 112 45 44 8 15
LSD 96 33 32 31
WOD 165 60 63 16 26
ID 133 56 36 12 29
STD 35 16 12 1 6
AHD 29 15 8 6
OND 14 3 6 5
OOR 24 8 3 13
Total 814 310 287 55 162
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The SLD6s Model R

Program i The Raffle Layout
By Grant KnowlesMR101Chairman
Photos by Mike Hamer

Over the past few months, | have shared with you deta
regarding the very successful Model Railroading 101 ,
Program the St. Lawrence Division undertook this s

season. The initial phase of the program included two Model Railroading...fun for all!

public information sessions: the firsh Novemberll

presented the wonderful world of modelling railroading to 35 anxious individuals. This past February saw 18
individuals learn basic model construction skills from the SLD members as they built some spectaa@ar squa
foot dioramas.

For the next phase of the MR101 program, we're turning up the heat through construction of the 2011
Children's Hospital of Eastern Ontario (CHEO) Raffle layout. Each October, at the Ottawa Railfair show, a
model train layout, built byalunteers, is raffled off. This provides a tiald benefit, aside from raising funds

for the programs at the CHEO Hospital; it also provides a jumpstart into the hobby for the lucky winner. The
SLD built last year's Raffle layout that was won by a yowamgiliy whose children were keenly interested in the
hobby. Needless to say they were very excited to see the layout set up in their home.

This year the newer members in the club will have the opportunity to practice their new found skills as they
participate in the layout build along with the seasoned SLD members. The 4ft x 7 ft HO Scale layout is
designed in two 2 ft x 7 ft modules that can be attachedtoaloéick or eneto-end.

Industrial Module
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Look closely at the design. Andreas usedlae v e r " trick" offering tlee wibireer of this layout to set it up in
two possible configurations. Note how the section sticking out at the topgightually the same section on the
lower module. Yes, this layout can bet up as a "loop" for those who like traumning and switching or asliaear
shelf design for those who only want a switching layout. Also flmsbility offers the winner choice should room
constraints come into play.
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The track plan was created by SLD member Aasldank using th&®ight Track tool by Atlas. This is a free
downloadable softwaneackage that allows you to quickly assemble a track plan using the Atlas line of
products. We based our plan on the SnapTrack product line supplemented with flex track for the tight spaces
our minimumradius was 18 inches. Taking this approach ensured we arrived at a track plan that would fit into
the tight space without compromising on radius and close quarters.

The layout is comprised of an "industrial" half complimented by a "rural” half. Weadstiime industrial side

of the layout will easily consume 18 buildings as we try to pack as much in to provide a commercial flair to the
railroad. The rural side will provide an exact contrast with a small rail yard, country store, farmhouse hills and
waterfall.

The layout is comprised of 2" blue Styrofoam mounted on top
of a 1x4 box frame. The track is mounted diretalyhe
Styrofoam with Liquid Nails with the land contours carved
into the foam and hills created with chunks of foam added on
and globs of celluclay.

The construction model we are following involves meeting bi
weekly, evening worksessiosthat open up with ahort

lesson on the construction scope for the evening followed by
"hands on" implementation learning. This model has worked
very well to bring the newer members up to speed in not only
learning about the methods and materials, but to also practice.
Debbie, one of newest members, rolled up he| By thetime you read this article we would have completed
sleevesand got right into the thick of laying the bench work, laid the track, roughed in the scenery,

out the track based on Andrepkn. completed the wiring, painted the back drop and made a noble
start on the many structures. All in a race to meet the October
Railfair deadline!

7 N
Our Masterof theBrush, Chris Lyon very
quickly painted in the back drop for the rural
side of the layout. The Industriaide was . g
completed with similar speed and precision! B L.

Here is an over view of our progress. Paul Rayid (C)
This whole project is funded through proceeds froj and Steve (R) are at work placing the final tracks in
the ticket sales augmented by donations from place. It'samazing how much track a little 4'x7' Iayout
individuals and businesses. So far we have receiv| canconsume! The module on theft will be the

kits and building materials from as far afie&lSA "industrial" area while that on th_e right will be the
and Australia, many of which are craftsman quality "ural" scene. Well at least that is our plan!

level products!
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Additional ongoing information can be found on the SLD web site;
http://www3.sympatico.ca/gd.knowles/sld/raffle_layout 2011/raffle_layout 2011.htm

along with the Railroad Line Forum at:

http://www.railroadline.com/forum/topic.asp? TOPIC _ID=33®5

On a closing note, one of the key benefits of building the
Raffle Layout is that it gives us tlogportunity to share our
knowledge in the hobby with our fellow members and to

provide the opportunity to practice what we have learned
Yes completing the layout is a key objective, but the jourr
is also very important.

Here is a view of the "industrial" side of the
layout illustrating the final track arrangement a
preliminary buildinglocation and design
planning.

f 3 S

Here Paul and David (new member) gleinga
setof track pieces in place. We found it helpful t|
dry fit the trak piecedirst, lift the pieces up as af
assembly, apply the glue then reposition the
assembly as it was quicker and easier to align
pieces before the glset.

A on the rural side of the layout, Chris and Mike
put their heads together and plan out the locatic
for the station Chris haluilt. This is the
Springfield Depot made by American Model
Builders Inc. Itwill make for a very interesting
scene on the edge of the layout.

Y
Our Electrical WizardPeter Nesbitt, provided

instructions to oudedicatedtudent Ed who
soon took over and help&dth the wiring.
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Saga of the MC&H Central 1 After Paul

Story by William Annand
Photos by Rob Seymour

(This article follows on from the diary presented in March2010 Flimsy. Edor)

Construction on the layout seemed to halt after Paul left. For the other fellows, real life got in the way of
modelling. On the Wednesday after Paul left, March, Pve and Tom came back in and mounted the folding
legs on the layout. This allowed us to take it off the large showcase and bring it down to a better viewing heig
for our younger customers. At this point all tha"

Another week passed, then on Thursday Aptfilthe whole team came in and we got things going. The hill
behind Lawson’s Landing was completed, the structures were all secured and Main Street roughed in.

April 8" saw more work done in Lawson’s Landimgian April 18", on both the rise behind town and aisp
KorchefskyRidge, trees were added. Things were really starting to look good.

On subsequent weeks, more trees and ground cover will be added. Still to do at this writing, several Osborn
Models cetail parts have to be assembled and placed on the layout. Level crossings, crossing signs, a dock a
boats for the lake area, picnic tables for Camp Annand and Aegerter Village, and telephone poles are but a fe
of the details Derek Osborn provided useTpopulation also needs toibereasedboth people and animal
population will be added as well as vehicles. After all, a layout is never really done.

Two other additions will be Blexiglascover to protect the layout from dust and customers' fingéss.we
have a commemorative plaque which will be mounted on the fascia.

Lawson's Landing is starting to take shape as
Tom McRae and Bill Corrigan are working their
magic.
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A view under the Truss bridge
shows the first pour of
Woodland Scenics Realistic
Water in our little lake.

A closer look at the RSLaser
Kits Engine House.

Railfanview of the RSLaser Kit
shops in Lawson's Landing.

Testing the lower level with a
long freight train.

E

The Woodland Scenics Realisti
Water has been poured and ou
freight tests the truss bridge.
You can see one of the custom
Nscale.org box cars.

Trees have been added to
Korchefsky Ridge as well.
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Close up of our freight as it test
the truss bridge. You can see
one of the custom Nscaleg
box cars.

Our Atlas 26-0 Mogul passes
the rock cut under Lawson's
Landing across the tracks from
Aegerter Village.

Mr Conductor checks that
everything behind them is still
ok.

Aeria view after the trees were
added to the upper level.

Scenery is being applied to
Lawson's Landing; the dirt road
Is being wetted to assure
everything stays in place.

Fnd

Two of the RSLaser Klthps i
Lawson's Landing.

B
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Pedestrian view, looking down
the country roadloward Camp
Annand.

A little Atlas 2-6-0 Mogul pulls
a long freight toward Aegerter
Village on he lower level of the
MCH Central Railway.

Osborn Models provided one of
their Welcome Sign kits.

Closeup showing the weatherin
on the tracks, made by simply
painting the track with
Cinnamon Brown acrylic Dollar
Store paint. The tops of the
rails were scraped clean with
just a thumb nail.
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